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Punjab CM Captain Amarinder Singh has ordered a mandatory dope test for all government employees, including police personnel,
from the time of their recruitment through every stage of their service.

The Reserve Bank of India has issued the license to Bank of China to launch operations in India. With this, Bank of China becomes
the second Chinese bank after the Industrial and Commercial Bank of China to have a branch in India.

The 42nd World Heritage Committee meeting concluded on July 4, 2018 in Bahrain's capital Manama, with 19 new sites inscribed to
the World Heritage List. The meeting, which opened on June 24, added 13 cultural sites, three natural sites and three mixed ones to
the World Heritage List, including Germany’s Naumburg Cathedral, Kenya’s Thimlich Ohinga Archaeological Site, Oman’s Ancient
City of Qalhat, China’s Mount Fanjingshan and France’s Chaine des. The World Heritage List now contains 1,092 sites in 167
countries.

The Supreme Court of India on July 12, 2018 stated that the social stigma and discrimination attached to the LGBTQ community
would go if the criminality of consensual gay sex is done away with. The SC bench rejected a proposal of the lawyers, seeking
retention of section 377, that public opinion should be elicited on the matter, saying it did not want a referendum but would go by
constitutional morality. The bench stated that once the criminality under section 377 goes, then the stigma and discrimination will also
go. The Supreme Court on July 17, 2018 reserved its verdict on a clutch of pleas challenging the constitutional validity of section 377
of Indian Penal Code which criminalises consensual gay sex. A five-judge constitution bench headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra
concluded hearing the arguments on the contentious issue after detailed hearing of four days, which had commenced on July 10. The
bench, also comprising Justices R F Nariman, A M Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud and Indu Malhotra, asked the parties to file written
submissions in support of their claims by July 20. The verdict is likely to be pronounced before October 2, 2018 as Justice Misra
would be retiring as CJI on that day.

India has surpassed France to become the world’s 6th largest economy, as per World Bank data on the gross domestic product (GDP)
of countries for 2017.

Gujarat Government on July 6, 2018 granted Religious Minority Status to Jews living in the state. In this regard, Gujarat’s Department
of Social Justice and Empowerment issued a GR to this effect. With this, Gujarat became the third state in India to grant religious
minority status to Jews after West Bengal and Maharashtra.

Samsung has opened the world's largest mobile factory in Noida, India. The factory will be officially inaugurated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and visiting South Korean President Moon Jae-in on July 9, 2018.

ISRO said on July 15, 2018 that it has successfully conducted a ground test of its high thrust version of the Vikas Engine that would
improve the payload capability of the space agency's launch vehicles.The Vikas Engine is the workhorse liquid rocket engine used to
power the second stage of the ISRO's trusted Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV).

Former India captain Rahul Dravid and former Australian captain Ricky Ponting have been inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall of
Fame for their stupendous achievements in international cricket. Along with Dravid and Ponting, retired England woman
wicketkeeper-batter Claire Taylor was also named in the ‘Hall of Fame’ during a ceremony in Dublin, Ireland on July 1, 2018. With
this, Dravid became only the 5th player from India to be named in the elite list. The other four Indians are former skippers Bishan
Singh Bedi, Sunil Gavaskar, Kapil Dev and Anil Kumble.

As per US State Department’s 2018 Trafficking in Persons Report, North Korea has been tagged “worst human trafficking nation” for
the 16th straight year, citing the use of forced labour. North Korea has been included in the Tier 3 category, which is the lowest
ranking, along with China, Russia and Iran. The report stated that the North Korean government does not fully meet the minimum
standards for the elimination of trafficking and is not making significant efforts to do so. It is continued to use forced labour in prison
camps and labour training centres. In a stark contrast, South Korea has been ranked at the highest category, that is, in the list of Tier 1
countries for the 16th consecutive year, along with US, UK, France and Canada.

The first-ever International Day of Parliamentarism is celebrated across the world on 30th June 2018 to recognize the importance of
parliaments and their responsibility of representing the people. The day is not only an occasion to stress the critical importance of
parliaments in any democratic society but also to reinforce the call for a global parliament.

Rajat Sharma, who is the Chairman and Chief Editor of Hindi news channel INDIA TV, has become the new president of Delhi and
Districts Cricket Association (DDCA) for a period of 3 years.

Australian hockey team has won the 2018 Men’s Hockey Champions Trophy by defeating India in the final via penalty shoot-off at
Breda, the Netherlands on July 1, 2018. It was Australia’s record 15th Champions Trophy title. While India won their second
consecutive silver medal, hosts the Netherlands bagged the bronze beating Olympic champions Argentina 2-0 in the third-fourth place
match. The 2018 Hockey tournament was the 37th and the last edition of the prestigious Hockey Champions Trophy for men.

Anjolie Ela Menon, the well known muralist, has recently been conferred with the prestigious National Kalidas Samman by the
Madhya Pradesh government in Delhi for her contribution in visual arts.

For the first time, the US Food and Drug Administration has approved the world’s first-ever cannabis-based medicine “Epidiolex”
made from marijuana. It is a milestone approval that could spur more research into a drug that remains illegal under federal law.

The International Asteroid Day (IAD) is observed every year on June 30 to raise public awareness about the asteroid impact hazard
and to inform the public about the crisis communication actions to be taken at the global level in case of a credible near-Earth object
threat.
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Antonio Vitorino, a lawyer and politician from Portugal, has been elected Director General of International Organization for
Migration (IOM).

ndia has pledged $5 million in assistance to the UN agency working for the welfare of Palestinian refugees to help bolster its “severe
funding crisis” following US’ cut in its annual aid to United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA).

The International Day of Tropics is observed every year on June 29 to raise awareness to the specific challenges faced by tropical
areas, the far-reaching implications of the issues affecting the world’s tropical zone and the need, at all levels, to raise awareness and
to underline the important role that countries in the tropics will play in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).

S Ramesh, a 1981 batch officer of the Indian Revenue Service (Customs and Central Excise), has taken over charge as the new
chairman of the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC), the apex policy-making body for indirect taxes.

Indian Kabaddi team clinched the Kabaddi Masters Dubai 2018 title by defeating Iran 44-26 in the summit clash in Dubai on June 30.

The novel “Eleventh Hour” is authored by Crime writer Hussain Zaidi to pay tribute to the men in uniform. The book is inspired by
and derived from real-life events — a vast stash of RDX that has remained undiscovered since the Mumbai serial blasts of 1993 and the
agencies totally clueless about it; the jailbreak in Bhopal of five men; the hijacking of an Indian ship and a commercial vessel by
Somali pirates and Pakistan’s designs to spread terror in India.

The Bhitarkanika National Park (BNP) of Odisha has become the largest habitat of the endangered estuarine crocodiles in India with a
record number of their nesting sites spotted in it.

Milan Shankar Tare, a fisherman from Maharashtra’s Palghar district, has been selected for the 2018 National Maritime Search and
Rescue Award.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has inscribed Colombia’s Chiribiquete National
Park (CNP) on its list of world heritage sites. The park, which straddles the southern provinces of Caquetd and Guaviare, is the
country’s largest and has one of the highest rates of plant diversity in the northern Amazon.

The National Doctors’ Day is celebrated on July 1 all across India to express gratitude and acknowledge the dedication and
commitment of the doctors’ towards our society.

Malaysian shuttler Lee Chong Wei has won the Malaysian Open Badminton men’s singles title for a historic 12th time.

Arvind Kejriwal, the Chief Minister of Delhi, launched the ‘Happiness Curriculum’ for students of nursery to Class 8 in government
schools on July 2, 2018.

Major General Jose Eladio Alcain of Uruguayan Army has been appointed new Head of Mission and Chief Military Observer for UN
Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP).

India’s first-ever state-of-the-art e-waste recycling unit will come up in Bengaluru, which produces an estimated one lakh tonne of
electronic waste a year.

The famous cultural festival “Behdienkhlam 2018” was celebrated at the small peripheral town of Jowai, the District headquarters of
Jaintia Hills District in Meghalaya with joy and religious fervour.

Major General Vikram Dogra has become the first serving Indian Army officer and the only General across the world to have
successfully completed a gruelling ‘Ironman’ competition held in Klagenfurt, Austria on July 1, 2018. The Ironman is an international
triathlon consisting of three consecutive events- 3.8 km of swimming, 180 km cycling and 42.2 km of running (a full marathon). |
India will host the 19th edition of IUFoST World Food Science and Technology Congress 2018 in Navi Mumbai from October 23-27,
2018. The IUFoST stands for ‘International Union of Food Science and Technology’.

The Sunil Mehta committee which was formed with a view to tackle Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) and creating credit capacity
submitted its report with recommendations to Union Finance Minister Piyush Goyal on July 2, 2018.

The Madhya Pradesh government has launched an outstanding power bill waiver scheme and subsidised power scheme ‘Sambal’ for
labourers and poor families.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) has launched user-friendly android app “cVigil” for citizens to report any violation of Model
Code of Conduct (MCC) during elections. The unique Internet-based beta version of the application ‘cVIGIL’ stands for “citizens’
vigil”.

The world’s first all-digital art museum has opened at the MORI Building Digital Art Museum in Tokyo, Japan.

The World Sports Journalists Day (WSJD) is observed every year on July 2 to mark the services of sports journalists for the promotion
of sports.

Angela Ponce from Seville has created by becoming the first-ever transgender woman to be crowned Miss Universe Spain, after
beating 22 contestants.

The Andhra Pradesh government and the delegates of United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
have recently signed a pact for the establishment of a Gaming Digital Learning Hub in the state.

Vishwas Patel, who is Director at Infibeam Avenues, has been appointed as new Chairman of Payments Council of India (PCI), the
apex body representing the companies in the payments and settlement system.

On July 4, the Gujarat government launched a statewide mission ‘Poshan Abhiyan’ to eradicate malnutrition among children by
providing them nutritious food through Anganwadi centres.

In a unique ruling, the Uttarakhand High Court has recently declared the “entire animal kingdom including avian and aquatic” as legal
entities with a distinct persona and corresponding rights, duties and liabilities of a living person.
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Bajrang Punia from India has clinched gold in the 65kg category at the 2018 Thilisi Grand Prix tournament by defeating Iranian
wrestler Mehran Nasiri in the final in Georgia on July 6, 2018

Sunita Parmar, a Hindu woman in Sindh province, has created history by becoming the first from the minority community to contest
the provincial assembly elections in Pakistan that are scheduled to be held on July 25.

Justice Thottathil Bhaskaran Nair Radhakrishnan has been sworn in as new Chief Justice of the Hyderabad High Court for the states of
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh in Hyderabad.

Justice Adarsh Kumar Goel, who retired from the Supreme Court on 7th July 2018, has been appointed the new chairperson of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT).

Uday Kumar Varma, the former Information and Broadcasting secretary, has been appointed as new member of the Broadcasting
Content Complaints Council (BCCC), a self-regulatory body for general entertainment channels.

Mahendra Singh Dhoni has become the 3rd Indian cricketer to reach the coveted milestone of playing 500 international matches.

On July 6, the Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) declared the 438 sqg. km. of area around
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) as an Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ). The move will prohibit construction and commercial mining
activities and restrict hotels and resorts near the reserve in the Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu.

India’s premier gymnast Dipa Karmakar from Tripura clinched gold with a score of 14.150 in the vault event of FIG Artistic
Gymnastics World Challenge Cup at Mersin in Turkey on July 8, 2018.

The Union Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister, Prakash Javadekar inaugurated the 17th World Sanskrit Conference
(WSC) in Vancouver, Canada on July 9, 2018.

The book “Winning Like Sourav: Think & Succeed Like Ganguly” has been authored by Abhirup Bhattacharya. As per the book,
Ganguly’s mantra was simple: If he believed that a youngster was talented, he would have enough opportunities to prove his worth.
‘The English Patient’, the wartime love story by Michael Ondaatje, has won the Golden Man Booker Prize at the closing event of the
Man Booker 50 Festival in Royal Festival Hall at Southbank Centre in London on July 8, 2018.

Anju Khosla (52) has become the oldest Indian woman to complete an Ironman Triathlon, which is one of the toughest one-day
sporting events. The New Delhi resident completed her first full Ironman Triathlon, in Carinthia, Austria, in 15 hours, 54 minutes and
54 seconds. It comprises 3.86 km swimming leg, 180.25 km bike leg followed by a marathon (42.2 km), to be completed without a
break.

The Gujarat government has given in-principle approval for ‘Seema Darshan’ project for developing more infrastructure facilities
from T-Junction to Zero Point at Nadabet near Suigam in Banaskantha district to instill patriotism through a unique Gujarat initiative.
Indian lifter Jhilli Dalabehera from Odisha bagged the bronze medal in the 48 kg category at the 2018 IWF Junior World
Weightlifting Championships at Tashkent, Uzbekistan on July 7, 2018.

The 8th edition of the SAARC Ministers of Law and Order (Interior/ Home Affairs) has started in Colombo, Sri Lanka on July 11,
2017.

The World Population Day (WPD) is observed every year on July 11 to increase the awareness of the people towards the worldwide
population issues. The 2017 theme is “Family Planning- Empowering People, Developing Nations”.

Danfoss India, the Climate and energy efficiency solutions company, has been conferred with the ‘Golden Peacock Award’ for
Environment Management at the 19th World Congress on Environment Management’ in Hyderabad.

The 2017 Family Planning Summit (FPS) has started in London, United Kingdom (UK) on July 11, 2017 to discuss efforts to reach
Family Planning 2020 goals and ensure that more women and girls around the world are able to plan their families and their futures.
Dr John Joseph, a 1983 batch officer of Indian Revenue Service (Customs and Central Excise), has been appointed Director General
of Goods and Services Tax Intelligence (DG GSTI).

Valtteri Bottas, a Finnish racing driver currently competing in Formula One with Mercedes, has won the 2017 Formula One Austrian
Grand Prix tournament at Red Bull Ring in Spielberg, Austria.

Sprinter Hima Das has created history by becoming the first Indian woman to win a gold at the IAAF World Under- 20 Athletics
Championships in Tempere, Finland on July 12, 2018. Das, who is from Dhing village in Assam’s Nagaon distrist, has clinched the
top spot in the women’s 400 meters final race on the third day of the competitions.

The book “Aluminium: The Future Metal” has been authored by Tapan Kumar Chand, the CMD of NALCO. It gives a comprehensive
overview of the strategic metal and its futuristic role in the growth of industry and economy of the country.

The Government of India (Gol) has invited US President Donald Trump to be chief guest at the 2019 Republic Day Parade. The US is
yet to officially accept India’s invite, which offered in April 2018.

Angelique Kerber has won the 2018 women singles’ Wimbledon tennis tournament by defeating 7-time winner Serena Williams by 6-
3 6-3. With the win, Kerber has become the first German woman to win the title since Steffi Graf in 1996. Serena was bidding a
record-equaling 24th major trophy.

The Bansagar Canal /dam Project is in news. It is a joint venture between Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Bihar.

The play script “Guilt” which is being shortlisted for The Hindu Playwright Award 2018, is written by Swetanshu Bora. The award,
instituted in 2008, carries a prize of Rs 2 lakh for the best original, unpublished and unperformed play script in English.

President Ram Nath Kovind has nominated 4 Rajya Sabha members viz. Farmer leader and former MP Ram Shakal, sculptor
Raghunath Mohapatra, classical dancer Sonal Mansingh and Founder of Delhi-based “India Policy Foundation” Rakesh Sinha.
Haryana has launched ‘I am not afraid of English’ initiative to make primary school students fluent in English.
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Haryana has launched ‘I am not afraid of English’ initiative to make primary school students fluent in English.

Iceland has taken the seat vacated by United States at the UN Human Rights Council.

As per the Census 2011 data, 24,821 people in India have registered Sanskrit as their mother tongue (in comparison to 14,135 in
Census 2001). In which of the following states of India, Sanskrit is an official language.

World Youth Skills Day is celebrated on 15th July every year. This day is celebrated to expand awareness on the importance of
investing in youth skills development.

India’s supersonic cruise missile BrahMos was test fired from the Integrated Test Range (ITR) at Chandipur, Odisha under extreme
conditions. Brahmos is India’s only supersonic cruise missile and it can cruise at speeds of up to Mach 3.0, or three times the speed of
sound.

11T-Madras unveils “world’s first” remotely operable LEAP (Local Electrode Atom Probe (LEAP) microscope.

UK has topped an annual global ranking of nations’ soft power. The 2018 ‘Soft Power 30 index is published by UK-based strategic
communications consultancy firm Portland and the University of Southern California Center on Public Diplomacy. This index has
listed 30 countries in which France gets second place, Germany third and United States fourth. India does not feature in this list.

The objective of National Youth Empowerment Scheme which is under discussion currently in Union government, to provide military
training to youth.

The 2018 Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Summit is to commence from
August 30, 2018 in Nepal. This is the fourth summit of BIMSTEC since its formation in 1997. Nepal is hosting it for the first time. It
will see the heads of states from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand along with Nepal.

Under Article 80 of the Constitution, the President has recently nominated Classical dancer Sonal Mansingh to the Rajya Sabha..
Aruna Sairam, the renowned Carnatic vocalist, has been selected for the 2018 Sangita Kalanidhi award of the Music Academy.

The French National Football team has clinched the 2018 FIFA World Cup by defeating Croatia 4-2 in a thrilling final match at the
Luzhniki Stadium in Moscow on July 15. Croatia were playing in their first World Cup final. They were the smallest country to reach
the Final in the modern era. For France, it was a first World Cup crown since winning on home soil in 1998. England’s Harry Kane
won the World Cup Golden Boot Award as top scorer with 6 goals. Croatia captain Luka Modric won the Golden Ball award for the
World Cup’s best player despite being on the losing side. Kylian Mbappe of France won the Young Player of the Tournament Award
after scoring his 4th goal of the competition in the final. Belgium’s Thibaut Courtois won the Golden Glove award for the best
goalkeeper. Now, France joined Uruguay and Argentina in winning the World Cup for a second time, after their 1998 triumph over
Brazil when Didier Deschamps — now the coach — was the captain.

The UN Environment Programme (UNEP) has partnered with Google to monitor the impacts of human activity on global ecosystems
by using sophisticated online tools.

The Supreme Court of India (SCI) has stated that women have the constitutional right to enter the famous Sabarimala temple in Kerala
and pray like men without being discriminated against.

The author of the book “The House of Islam: A Global History”- Ed Husain.

The 2018 Nelson Mandela International Day (NMID) marked the 100th birth anniversary of Nelson Mandela, the former South
African President & Nobel Peace Prize winner, i.e. on July 18. The Nelson Mandela Foundation (NMF) dedicated this year’s Mandela
Day to ‘Action Against Poverty’, honouring Nelson Mandela’s leadership and devotion to fighting poverty and promoting social
justice for all.

The 8th BRICS Health Ministers’ Meeting was held at Durban, South Africa.

The Chhattisgarh government has launched an online portal and mobile app ‘Aabhaar-Aapki seva ka (Gratitude-For Your Service)’ to
provide transparency in the pension facility.

Viresh Kundu has won bronze in the 97kg Greco-Roman wrestling category at the 2018 Asian Junior Championships in New Delhi .
On July 19, the 10th edition of the Delhi Dialogue has started in New Delhi with theme Strengthening India-ASEAN Maritime Co-
operation’. The Delhi Dialogue is a premier annual track 1.5 event to discuss politico-security, economic and socio-cultural
engagement between India and ASEAN.

Israel has passed a law to declare that only Jews have the right of self-determination in the country. Self — determination the process
by which a country determines its own statehood and forms its own government.

Improving the image of TVET is the theme of 2018 World Y outh Skills Day (WYSD) on July 15.

IIT Kanpur institute has developed an online tool “TreadWill” to help people deal with mental health issues.

Lakshya Sen from India has clinched historic men’s singles gold at the Asia Badminton Junior Championship 2018 in Jakarta on July
22.

Australia announced plans to explore concepts such as firing salt into clouds and covering swathes of water with a thin layer of film in
a bid to save the embattled Great Barrier Reef.

A young Afghan basketball player, Samira Asghari has been nominated for the International Olympic Committee (IOC) membership.
She isamong 9 candidates for membership of the body in a move to boost women’s rights.

In the Junior Asian Wrestling Championships 2018, Indian wrestler Mansi Ahlawat had to settle for a Silver after she lost to Japan’s
Akie Hanai in the 57 kg category final in New Delhi on July 20.

Deshna Jain- Indian personality has been crowned the Miss Asia (Deaf) 2018. Contest held in Taipei, Taiwan.

The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has launched the South East Asia’s first-ever Centre for
Climate Change (CCC) in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.
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Dr Harsh Vardhan, the Union Environment Minister, has launched a state-of-the-art Air Quality and Weather Forecast System—
SAFAR (System of Air Quality and Weather Forecasting) at Chandni Chowk in Delhi on July 21, 2018. The system, first of its kind in
India, was developed indigenously in record time by Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM) Pune and operationalized by
India Meteorological Department (IMD).

The official mascots for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games have been unveiled during a ceremony in the Japanese
capital Tokyo. The Olympic mascot “Miraitowa” is a blue-checked pointy-eared figure, which fuses the Japanese words ‘mirai’,
which means future, and ‘towa’, which means eternity. Its Paralympic counterpart “Someity” is derived from a type of cherry blossom
‘Somei-yoshino’. It is represented as a pink-checked and wears a cape and is sounds similar to English phrase “So mighty”. The
Tokyo Olympics are schedule to run from July 24 to August 9, 2020. The Paralympics will take place between August and September
2018.

India won 8 medals in the 2018 Junior Asian Wrestling Championship (JAWC) which concluded in New Delhi on July 22. The
medals comprised 2 gold, 3 silver and as many bronze. Here, Indian wrestler Sachin Rathi won gold in 74 kg freestyle category by
defeating Bat-Erdene of Mangolia in the final on July 22. Beside him, Deepak Punia also clinched gold in 86 kg weight category in
the event. Suraj Rajkumar Kokate and Mohit have won bronze in the 61Kg and 125kg category, respectively. Iran with 189 points
topped the team championship. India with 173 points finished second while Uzbekistan with 128 points came third.

On July 22, Typhoon Ampil hit Chinese financial hub Shanghai that brought heavy rainfall and disrupted transport and shipping.
Fakhar Zaman from Pakistan has become the fastest player to score 1000 runs in One-Day International (ODI) cricket during the 5th
match against Zimbabwe at Bulawayo on July 22, 2018. He took 18 innings to achieve the feat and broke West Indies great Vivian
Richards’ record.

Justice Tahira Safdar has been named as the new Chief Justice of the Balochistan High Court. With this, she will become the first-ever
female high court chief justice in Pakistan.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will soon issue new Rs 100 denomination currency notes in the Mahatma Gandhi series. The base
colour of the new denomination is lavender and contains other designs, geometric patterns aligning with the overall colour scheme
both at the observe and reverse.

Bharat Sundaresan is the author of the book “The Dhoni Touch: Unravelling the Enigma That Is Mahendra Singh Dhoni”.

The 3rd edition of Kabhira festival 2018 will be held in Varanasi on November 16 to celebrate the spirit of 15th-century mystic poet
Kabir. The annual festival conceived by the Mahindra group and Teamwork Arts, will feature a two-day programme of music,
literature, talks and city explorations.

The men’s team event of the World Junior Squash Championships 2018 has started in Chennai, Tamil Nadu on July 24. A total of 24
countries, divided into 8 groups, are taking part. India has been seeded 5th and placed in Group ‘E’ with Switzerland and Saudi
Arabia.

Lewis Hamilton, a British racing driver who races in Formula One for Mercedes AMG Petronas, has won the 2018 Formula 1 German
Grand Prix at Hockenheimring track in Germany.

The Ministry of Women and Child Development has launched a contest “#Childline1098” to spread awareness on human trafficking
and to mark the 2018 World Day against Trafficking in Persons.

South Africa is hosting the 10th edition of BRICS Summit 2018 in Johannesburg on July 25 with theme “BRICS in Africa —
collaboration for inclusive growth and shared prosperity in the 4th industrial revolution”.

In Cricket, Pawan Shah has created history by registering the 2nd highest individual score in Under-19 internationals against hosts Sri
Lanka in the first innings on the 2nd day of the final “Youth Test’ in Hambantota on July 25, 2018.

The 18th UNICEF International Children’s Film Festival 2018 has been inaugurated by West Bengal Governor K N Tripathi in
Kolkata on July 25 in which 36 films from 17 countries would be screened. The 2018 theme is ‘Value of Girls’, which will be
promoted through films, workshops and discussions.

India’s first public sector hotel “Hostess” run entirely by women for women will come up in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

On July 26, Bollywood actress Sharmila Tagore has been conferred D Litt (Honoris Causa) by West Bengal Governor Keshari Nath
Tripathi at a special convocation of Kazi Nazrul University (KNU) held at the Raj Bhawan.

The Global Disability Summit 2018 was held at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park in London, England on 24th July 2018.

The book ‘Gandhi: The Years That Changed The World (1914-1948)’ has been authored by Ramachandra Guha, the renowned
historian and author. It will be published by Penguin Random House India and will come in public domain in September 2018.

Two Indians, Dr. Bharat Vatwani and Sonam Wangchuk are named among the six winners of the prestigious Ramon Magsaysay
Award for the year 2018. The Ramon Magsaysay Award Foundation stated in its citation that Vatwani is being recognised for his
tremendous courage and healing compassion in embracing India’s mentally-afflicted destitutes. Wangchuk has been recognised for his
uniquely systematic, collaborative and community-driven reform of learning systems in remote northern India, improving the life
opportunities of Ladakhi youth in Jammu and Kashmir.

Assamese film “Xhoihobote Dhemalite” (“Rainbow Fields”) has bagged three top awards at the 3rd Love International Film Festival
in Los Angeles. Besides the best movie, it also won the awards for best actress (Dipannita Sharma) and best music (Anurag Saikia) at
the festival.

The World Hepatitis Day (WHD) is observed every year on July 28 raise global awareness of hepatitis — a group of infectious
diseases known as Hepatitis A, B, C, D, and E — and encourage prevention, diagnosis and treatment.

Shivangi Pathak (17) from Haryana, who became the India’s youngest women to scale Mt Everest from Nepal side, has recently
scaled the highest peak of Africa “Mt Kilimanjaro”, which is located in Tanzania.
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Noted litterateur Ramakanta Rath has been conferred with the Odisha’s highest literary award ‘Atibadi Jagannath Das Samman’ for
2018 for his life time contribution to Odia literature.

Kane Tanaka (115), a Japanese super centenarian, has become the world’s oldest verified living person following the death of Chiyo
Miyako on July 22, 2018. Born on 2nd January 1903, Tanaka is in good health, occasionally playing board games and taking short
walks in the facility’s hallways. She credits family, sleep and hope as her secrets for longevity.

Sourabh Verma Indian shuttler has lifted the 2018 men’s singles Russian Open Badminton trophy.

On 2018 World Hepatitis Day (WHD), the National Viral Hepatitis Control programme has been launched by the Union Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare in collaboration with the World Health Organisation (WHO) in New Delhi to combat the disease by 2030
in the country.

Aditya Patil and Suhaani Lohia have clinched bronze medals at the 13th edition of Asian Schools Chess Championship (ASCC) 2017
in Panjin, China.

According to the recently released OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2017-2026 report, Brazil is the world’s largest exporter of beef,
followed by Australia and India.

The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has recently developed India’s first unmanned tank “Muntra” that can
remotely operate.

The Haryana government has officially prohibited flushing/mixing of liquid nitrogen with any drink or food article.

ndian boxers has won five gold, two silver and one bronze medal at the 48th Grand Prix Usti Nad Labem in the Czech Republic,
clinching five gold, two silver and one bronze medal at the event in the Czech Republic. Shiva Thapa (60 kg), Manoj Kumar (69 kg),
Amit Phangal (52 kg), Gaurav Bidhuri (56 kg) and Satish Kumar (+91 kg) category has recently claimed gold medals after winning
their respective summit clashes on July 30, 2017. Kavinder Bisht in 52 kg and Manish Panwar in 81 kg settled for silver medals.
Earlier, Sumit Sangwan had claimed a bronze in 91 kg category after going down in the semifinals.

The United Nations (UN) World Day against Trafficking in Persons is observed every year on July 30 to raise awareness of the plight
of human trafficking victims, and promote and protect their rights. The 2017 theme “Act to Protect and Assist Trafficked Persons”
highlights the large mixed migration movements of refugees and migrants.

The Indravati National Park (INP) is located in state of Chhattisgarh.

The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has designated India as a nodal centre for preparing flash-flood forecasts to Asian
nations including Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand.

In Tamil Nadu, the tiger population in the reputed Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) has doubled to 60 from 30, due to intensive
conservation efforts.

The completed draft of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) has been officially published by Assam state government.

The International Tiger Day (ITD) is celebrated every year on July 29 to spread the message to protect these endangered species and
assist in maintaining ecological integrity.

The Egypt squash team has won the boy’s title at the 6th WSF-World junior squash team championship 2018 by defeating England by
2-0 in Chennai, Tamil Nadu on July 29.

Wrestler Bajrang Punia has clinched gold in the 71kg freestyle at the 2018 Yasar Dogu International in Istanbul, Turkey.
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